Myelination of brain in experimental hypothyroidism. An electron-microscopic and biochemical study of purified myelin isolates.
Myelin development has been studied in the neonatally hypothyroid rat brain by isolation and characterization of purified myelin preparations. The hormone deficiency results in a suppression of compact myelin formation and the persistence of a lighter possibly pro-myelin fraction. The appearance of myelin basic protein was markedly delayed in the hormone-deficient animals and this effect on the basic protein moiety may be responsible for the delayed myelinogenesis.